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Police officers were justi-
fied in their fatal shooting of a 
Christiansburg man in April, 
based on a ruling by Salem 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Tom Bowers.

According to the ruling, 

made public Friday, Robert 
Kevin Hughes, 41, fired the first 
shot when police tried to serve 
him with a felony drug arrest 
warrant at his mobile home on 
Ridgeway Drive in Montgom-
ery County on the outskirts 
of Christiansburg’s Cambria 
community. Hughes missed, 
but three officers then returned 
fire. An autopsy revealed 

Hughes had 
been shot a 
total of nine 
times and had 
12 wounds as a 
result, accord-
ing  to  the 
release.

The clash 
began when 
officers exe-

cuted a search warrant at 
the mobile home on March 
29. When police showed up, 
Hughes reportedly ran away 

on his ATV 4-wheeler. A search 
of his home revealed metham-
phetamine and tools for manu-
facturing the drug.

Police went back to the 
mobile home to arrest Hughes 
on April 10. When they ordered 
Hughes out of his mobile home, 
just his girlfriend, Sierra Alder-
man, came out. According to 
the release, she told officers 
their suspect had a small pistol 
and intended to “go down fight-
ing or kill himself first.”

A short time later Hughes 

ran out of the trailer wearing 
a motorcycle helmet. He ran 
toward his ATV and Montgom-
ery County Deputy Sheriff J.W. 
Egan. According to the release, 
Hughes then fired the first shot 
toward Egan, who fell down and 
returned fire. Fellow deputy 
sheriff F.W. Jones and Chris-
tiansburg Police Officer J.H. 
Belcher then also opened fire.

Hughes went to the ground, 
but when officers approached 
he reportedly drew his weapon 
once again. Police then fired 

additional shots.
None of the officers involved 

were hurt.
Hughes’ girlfriend and civil-

ian witnesses collaborated the 
officers’ account of the shoot-
out when Bowers — named 
as a special prosecutor after 
Montgomery County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Mary 
Pettitt disqualified herself —
investigated the incident.

Bowers ruled the “use of 
deadly force was justified and 
appropriate.”

Prosecutor rules shooting by police justified

By Jacob Demmitt
Jacob.demmitt@roanoke.com 

381-1661

The Christiansburg man sparked the shootout by first 
firing at a deputy sheriff, the investigation found.

Robert Kevin 
Hughes
Subject of an 
arrest warrant

Three people were airlifted 
to a Roanoke hospital Thurs-
day night after a head-on col-
lision in Giles County.

Virginia State Police 
spokeswoman Corinne Geller 
said troopers arrived at Virgin-
ia 100, near the intersection 
with Virginia 659, at 6:14 p.m.

According to Geller, Shane 
T. Wooten, 18, of Rich Creek 
was driving a 1990 Jeep 
Comanche pickup truck north, 
toward Pearisburg, when it 
crossed into the southbound 
lane and hit a 2006 Chrysler 
Crossfire driven by Lois A. 
Peters, 54, of Salem, Ohio. Her 
husband, Robert E. Peters, 58, 
also of Ohio, was a passenger.

Geller said the couple and 
Wooten were flown to Carilion 
Roanoke Memorial Hospital, 
all with life-threatening inju-
ries. Hospital spokesman Eric 
Earnhart said both Lois Peters 
and Robert Peters were listed 
in critical condition Friday, 
while Wooten was listed in 
serious condition.

Virginia 100 runs between 
Dublin and Pearisburg. The 
crash occurred just south-
west of Staffordsville.

Trooper A.C. Thompson is 
investigating the crash, Geller 
said. Police have determined 
all three people were wearing 
seat belts and that alcohol 
was not a factor in the wreck.

— Zach Crizer

Head-on crash sends 
three to hospital 

GILES COUNTY

Abe wanted to walk. He wanted 
to stand.

But the 16-year-old could not get 
out of bed.

A back surgery for his congeni-
tal birth defect, spina bifida, left 
Abe with a cerebrospinal fluid 
leak. Whenever he sat up or tried 
to stand, fluid drained away from 
his brain, a condition that could 
lead to potentially fatal conditions 
such as meningitis and swelling of 
the brain.

Physical therapist and Roanoke 
County native Courtney Waldron 
helped care for Abe as one of 
450 crew members aboard a boat 
docked off the coast of Abe’s home 
country of Guinea. The doctors, 
nurses and specialists serving as 
the ship’s crew came from around 
the world to provide free medical 
care to thousands of West Africans 
through an organization called 
Mercy Ships. Their headquarters, 
the Africa Mercy, is a former train 
ferry converted into a floating hos-
pital, complete with X-ray scan-
ners, operating rooms and recovery 
wards.

Waldron said Mercy Ships helps 
combat the unforgiving Guinean 
health care system, where patients 
and their families typically must 
pay upfront for any kind of pro-
cedure. Mercy Ships gives poorer 
patients a realistic shot at recovery, 
she said.

“Even though we complain 
about health care here [in the 
U.S.], there’s usually some kind 
of safety net. If you need medical 
work, there’s usually a way to make 
it happen,” Waldron said. “That 
doesn’t exist there. If you don’t 
have the money upfront, you don’t 
get help.”

A strong support network at 
home helped Waldron, 29, pay 
about $600 per month to cover 
room and board during her four 
months in Guinea. Her friends and 
family also kicked in for her airfare.

“I have been blessed by many 
people who believe the work 
Mercy Ships is doing is important 
enough that they donate towards 
my expenses,” she said. “I also try 
to save up my money towards this, 
but it really has been made possible 
by others.”

Waldron’s father, Mark Wal-
dron, said sending his only child 
to Africa for such a long time was 
not easy. His daughter kept in touch 
with an occasional phone call and 
an email every day or two. But 
there were tough days, he said.

“There were times when they 
were on lockdown when there were 
protests and other things going 
on in the area, but Mercy Ships 
is a good organization. They kept 
pretty in tune with the government 
and what was going on over there,” 
Mark Waldron said. “It’s tough on 
Mom and Dad, no doubt. But we’re 

proud of her and thankful she can 
use her talent and education.”

Courtney Waldron graduated 
from Glenvar High School in 2001 
before attending the University of 
Virginia. She received her doctor-
ate in physical therapy from Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University 
in 2008.

Certification for therapists in 
West Africa is not as extensive, 
she said. 

“Training is not at the same 
standard there as it is here. You 
don’t get the best outcomes even if 
you have money,” she said. “They’d 
do things that would make sense to 
them, but it would be the opposite 
of what research shows.”

The crew of the Africa Mercy 
demanded cleanliness to prevent 
infection, Waldron said. Volunteers 
traveling inland saw different sani-
tation standards.

“I heard some horror stories 
about the hospital. Blood on the 
walls, floors that looked like they 
hadn’t been cleaned in years, some 
pretty horrifying things,” Waldron 
said.

Abe saw more comfortable sur-
roundings on the Africa Mercy. 
But when Waldron started work-
ing with him this past winter, the 
Guinean boy was in bad shape. 
On top of his cerebrospinal fluid 
leak, Abe contracted meningitis, a 
potentially fatal infection of tissue 
around the brain and spinal cord. 
Waldron said doctors were unsure 
if he would make it.

Abe lay in bed for more than 

a month before his condition 
improved. Waldron was then 
tasked with teaching him to walk 
again. After a back surgery and 
weeks without physical activity, 
Abe was having a hard time stay-
ing on his feet.

“After a while his knees get tired 
and look like they’ll give out from 
weakness of being bedridden so 
long,” Waldron wrote in a blog post 
in January.

After several sessions with 
Waldron’s team, Abe’s condition 
improved. He regained stamina and 
mobility with the help of a walker. 
The day Waldron started working 
with Abe, he could barely stand. 
The day he left the Africa Mercy 
for a local outpatient clinic, he 
and his walker made it down all 42 
steps of the ship.

Waldron said she enjoyed seeing 
tangible improvements in patients 
like Abe during her four months in 
Guinea. 

“Mercy Ships is great because 
you’ve got the time to have follow-
up care,” Waldron said. “A lot of 
those one-week mission trips only 
give you one shot, and then you 
never see them again.”

Since 1978, Mercy Ships has 
provided medical services valued 
at more than $1 billion to more than 
70 countries, according to the orga-
nization’s website.

The Africa Mercy travels to 
Brazzaville in the Republic of 
Congo later this year. Waldron, 
who plans to come aboard as a 
returning volunteer, will leave for 
her 10-month sophomore voyage 
in August. She said she is excited 
to go back to Africa because her 
faith drives her to help the less 
fortunate.

“I believe that God wants us to 
use the gifts and talents that he 
gives us wisely and for his glory 
instead of our own,” she said. “I 
have been so blessed to have a great 
family and friends, a career I love, a 
good education and my health, so I 
want to do the best with that I can.”

Roanoke County therapist 
provides care in Guinea

By Andy Soergel
andy.soergel@roanoke.com 

981-3336

Courtney Waldron works 
with Mercy Ships, an 
organization that provides 
free medical care worldwide.

Photos courtesy Mercy Ships, Debra Bell

Physical therapist and Roanoke County native Courtney Waldron gives a patient a hug aboard the Africa Mercy 
off the coast of Guinea. Waldron plans to take a second trip with Mercy Ships, this time to the Republic of Congo.

The Africa Mercy is shown docked off the coast of Conakry, Guinea, in 
the fall. The ship is a former train ferry converted into a floating hospital, 
complete with X-ray scanners, operating rooms and recovery wards.

Courtney Waldron works with a 
young patient aboard the Africa 
Mercy in December. Waldron spent 
four months in Guinea.

RICHMOND — Dominion 
Virginia Power is accepting 
applications for a program 
that allows customers to 
sell solar power back to the 
energy provider.

The Richmond-based 
company says participation 
in the pilot program is on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
and is limited to a total of 3 
megawatts.

Dominion says partici-
pating customers purchase, 
install and own the solar gen-
eration system on their prop-
erty. The customers then sell 
the electricity and the asso-
ciated renewable energy cer-
tificates back to the company 
at a premium rate. Custom-
ers will still buy electricity for 
their homes or businesses at 
their current rates.

— Associated Press

Dominion accepting 
solar applications

RICHMOND

RICHMOND — The Uni-
versity of Richmond will 
offer a free education to Vir-
ginia students with family 
incomes at $60,000 or less 
beginning in the fall 2014.

The Richmond Times-
Dispatch said the announce-
ment Friday raises the 
income limit at which admit-
ted first-year students from 
Virginia will qualify for free 
tuition, room and board.

The current income level 
is $40,000 or less.

—Associated Press

University raises free 
tuition income limit

RICHMOND
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